TIDEWATER COLUMBINE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND HISTORY


Every April, Eagles Self-Defense Academy conducts a karate tournament for charity. In 2002, in lieu of a tournament, we held a triple Black Belt Test, which included a mother and daughter. This was held on the afternoon of April 28th.  One hundred percent of all monies collected (less award expenses) are distributed amongst several charities.  With the exception of the American Red Cross, other charities are selected strictly at random. 

This all changed in April 1999 when we were deeply touched by the massacre at Columbine. It was then that Eagles Self-Defense Academy decided to establish a scholarship fund in memory of all the Columbine victims (both living and deceased).

 In order to ensure a proper tribute and hopefully help prevent another tragedy, this scholarship had to be different than any other.

Not only from our observations as past PTA presidents, but also our experiences with our own children, it appeared that many of the present day situations occur in the first couple years of high school. Why not establish a college scholarship for Middle School students?

That is exactly what we did. Each year, we envision and published a theme. There are four themes dealing with some tough issues that our youth today face. 

They are:

“What does the student, parent, teacher relationship mean to me?” 

“How can I help stop violence in schools?” 

“How does drug abuse affect the family?”  

“How could the Columbine and Virginia Tech tragedies been prevented”

     
Writing an essay doesn’t sound too difficult... However, we have added a twist to the equation. We require the parents to assist the student by either acknowledging in writing that they have reviewed the content with their child or write an essay on the same theme. Hopefully, this will get the students and parents discussing and resolving some very difficult issues that face us all in this day and time. It is hoped that the preparation process will help close the gap that often occurs between young people and their parents.

In addition to our recipients excelling in their academics through secondary school, they all have gone on to some very prestigious Institutes of higher learning such as William and Mary and Virginia Tech.

In 2008, we were able to increase the scholarship amount to $750.00 for Northside Middle School and this year we were privileged to add a second Middle School (Lake Taylor). 

To date, Eagles Self-Defense Academy has given over $7500.00 in awards.

The ultimate goal is to include all eight middle schools in Norfolk, Virginia and eventually all middle schools (both public and private) in the Tidewater area. 

To achieve this lofty ideal will take many hands and many donations. Won’t you help try to prevent another Columbine?

The scholarship is awarded during the second semester of the student’s senior year in high school provided the following conditions are met:

· Maintain a minimum of a 3.0 Grade Point Average through your senior year in high school.

· Keep your attendance at a maximum, health reasons excluded.

· Keep a clean police record, a conviction of any unlawful act will cancel this award.

· Keep yourself clean from drugs.

Presently Eagles Self-Defense Academy is funding the entire program. It will therefore be difficult to reach our goals without the help of concerned and loving citizens.

For more information, contact Master Jack Meservey, Ph.D. (757) 480-KATA, (757) 583-3472 e-mail: bassai@cox.net or visit the website:

 http://www.bassai.biz
